Statement of Faith

Edserv International can only be effective if its activities are grounded in Christ and His Word. Accordingly, members and employees of Edserv International are bound by the following confession:

God

· There is one God and He is sovereign and eternal. He is revealed in the Bible and three equal divine Personsóa Father, Son and Holy Spirit. God depends on nothing and no one; everything and everyone depends on Him. God is holy, just, wise, loving and good.

· God created all things of His own sovereign will and by His Word they are sustained and controlled.

· God is the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. He is also Father of all whom He has adopted as His children. Because of God’s faithfulness and His fatherly concern, nothing can separate His children from His love and care.

· The Lord Jesus Christ is the eternally existing, only begotten Son of the Father. He is the Creator and Sustainer of all things. He was conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of a virgin, truly God and truly man. He lived a sinless life and died in our place. He was buried, rose from the dead in bodily form and ascended to heaven. Jesus is King of the universe and Head of the Church, His people whom He has redeemed. He will return to gather His people to Himself, to judge all people and bring in the consummation of God’s Kingdom.

· The Holy Spirit proceeds from the Father and the Son and is the inheritance of all believers. He convicts people of their sin, leads them to repentance, creates faith within them and regenerates them. He is the source of their new sanctified life bringing forth His fruit in the life of believers. He gifts believers according to His sovereign will, enabling them to serve the Lord.

The Bible

· The Bible, which is comprised of the books of the Old and New Testament, is the Word of God written, and is the only absolute authority for all faith and conduct. It is indispensable and determinative for our knowledge of God, of ourselves and of all creation.

God’s World

· Adam and Eve, the parents of all humankind were created in the image of God to worship their Creator by loving and serving Him, and by exercising dominion under God’s rule by inhabiting, possessing, ruling, caring for and enjoying God’s creation. Consequently the purpose of human existence is to glorify God and enjoy Him forever.

· Sin entered the world through Adam’s disobedience, because of which all people are alienated from God and each other and, as a result, they and all creation are under God’s judgement.

· All people have sinned and, if outside of Christ, are in a fallen, sinful, lost condition, helpless to save themselves, under God’s condemnation and blind to life’s true meaning and purpose.

· God holds each person responsible and accountable for choices made and actions pursued. Human responsibility and accountability do not limit God’s sovereignty. God’s sovereignty does not diminish human responsibility and accountability.

· Salvation from the penalty of sin is found only through the substitutionary, atoning death and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ. As the sinless One, He took upon Himself the just punishment for our sins.

· Through His death and resurrection, the Lord Jesus has destroyed the power of Satan, who is destined to be confined forever to hell along with all those who reject Jesus as Lord.

· Out of gratitude for God’s grace and in dependence on the Holy Spirit, God’s people are called to live lives worthy of their calling in love and unity and in obedience to God in all spheres of life. They are responsible to ensure that the gospel is faithfully proclaimed. 

· Christian parents are required to bring their children up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord and to diligently teach them the truth of God’s Word.

Educational Affirmation

Edserv International affirms the following principles concerning authentic Christian education:

The Lordship of Christ is Foundational to all Faithful Teaching and Learning

· Education is always philosophically committed. Celebrating the Lordship of Christ should be the orientation of the philosophy, policies, curriculum, and approaches to all teaching and learning emanating from a Christian worldview.

· Everything should be taught from a perspective that acknowledges God as Creator, Sustainer, Redeemer and Judge of the universe.

· Genuine Christian education requires that all stakeholders in Christian schooling communities commit themselves to examine every aspect of the life of the educational institution and its community from a biblically faithful worldview perspective. 

· In particular, Christian schools should be structured and resourced so that all teachers and administrators engage in continuous, rigorous, interdependent reflection that enables structures, concepts and practices to reflect a contextualised and dynamic biblically faithful worldview.

· Christian education prepares children for life. It should equip students to engage the culture as God’s agents of shalom. This involves personal piety based upon a dynamic, saving relationship with Jesus Christ, and flows into stewardly responsive discipleship in all areas of creative endeavour.

Edserv International is committed to providing services that enhance these principles.

Edserv International Recognises the Role of Parents, the Church and the State in the Education of Children.

· God has given to parents the prime responsibility for the education of their children and acknowledges the role that parents have in their home or in association with others to educate their children.

· Parents delegate aspects of this task to schools which should encourage, value and support the authority and role of parents and their involvement in the school. Likewise, parents accept the corporate authority of the school and teachers when they choose to enrol their children in a school.

· God has given to the church a significant role in education, that may be expressed through conducting and/or supporting a Christian school.

· God has instituted government to protect its citizens and to ensure their welfare. Therefore, schools act with honesty and integrity in meeting the minimum requirements established by the government for these purposes except where these are clearly contrary to Biblical principles.

Edserv International is committed to providing services that enhance these principles.

All Educational Stakeholders are Valued as God's Image-bearers.

· Stakeholders are loved and accepted regardless of their beliefs, culture, race, abilities or disabilities

· They are challenged with the message of the gospel

· They are encouraged to acknowledge the Lordship of Jesus in every area of life and to apply their individual and communal, growing understanding as culture formers shaped by a shalom-based biblical worldview.

· They are provided opportunities for the development and sharing of their gifts and abilities, recognising that such gifts and talents are given in order to serve the Lord and others.

Edserv International is committed to providing services that enhance these principles.

